WHY AN ART CENTER?

A well-organized art center:

¥ Encourages independence
©¥ Sparks creativity
%7 Builds fine motor skills

¥r Supports choice and
decision making

¥¥ Promotes clean-up
responsibility

%7 Creates a calm,
inviting space
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[{ 2. ORGANIZE MATERIALS

Store materials in clear, labeled
containers so students can find
and return items easily. |

- Sort by type (drawing, ‘
painting, cutting, collage)

+ Use labels with words
and pictures

+ Keep like items together

* Restock regularly

+ Remove broken or
unusable materials

.

Ideas for organizing an art station
that supports independence and creativity.

1 SET UP YOUR SPACE

3. PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES

Stock a variety of high-quality,
age-appropriate materials.
Paper (variety of sizes

and colors)

Markers, crayons, I
colored pencils fi

Paints (washable)
Brushes and spenges
Scissors (safe for ages)
Glue sticks and liquid glue {8
Collage materials
Rulers, stencils, stamps
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Aprons or smocks

and tools

v Provide a sink or water tub
for easy clean-up

Keep paper towels, wipes,
and wipes nearby

Use a trash and recycling bin
Store sharp items safely
Wipe tables after each use
Teach proper use of materials

photos and examples

display area
| = Change seasonal or
themed decor
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SCISSORS
¥ Encourage experimentation,

* Display student artwork
* Rotate artwork regularly
* Use inspiration boards with

|+ Add a "Work in Progress”

| ¥ Keep only a few choices out at a time.
¢ Refresh materials to maintain interest.
| r Observe and adapt based on student needs.

| ¥ Have fun and create with your students!

4. CREATE ROUTINES & EXPECTATIONS

Clear routines help students feel
confident and responsible.

@ Show students how to
use each material.

@ Demonstrate how to
clean up

clean-up chart
| @ Use kind voices and
| respect shared materials.
| © Praise effort and creativity!

We take
care of our
art center!

CLEAN-UP STEPS

T
3. Put it away. ¢

2. Clean it.
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inspiration

not perfection.

...to create!
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v Choose a quiet, high-traffic area

v Keep the area bright

SPACE IDEAS

+ Corner of the classroom

+ Flexible cart that

8. EXTENSION IDEAS

+ Add sensory trays (salt dough,
rice, sand for texture art)

Offer process art activities
(splatting, stamping, layering)
Create themed art challenges
Invite family art nights

Use nature walks to collect

Include multicultural art
materials and projects

v Use low shelves so students can

reach materials

v Keep frequently used items

at child height

v Provide a sturdy table

or work surface

v' Add inspiring artwork

or posters

and inviting

Near a window
Beside a sink

can move as needed

5. SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE \-‘

Make it easy for students to
work, explore, and clean up
on their own.

* Use easy-to-open
containers

+ Keep storage
accessible

* Provide choice
boards or
material menus

» Teach students
how to make

good choices
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